CLAIMS 



1 . A method of regulating the pigmentation of skin and/or superficial body growths, 
comprising applying DHEA or at least one biological precursor thereof or metabolic 
derivative thereof to the skin and/or superficial body growths. 



2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the DHEA o 
thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the 




one of biological precursor 
composition. 



3. The method of Claim 1, wherein said bio^giJpM precursor thereof is selected from 
the group consisting of cholesterol, pregnenolone^ 17a-Hydroxypregnenolone, 5- 
androstenediol, DHEA sulfate, 1 7a-hydroxyp^gnenolone sulfate and 5-androstenediol 
sulfate. 



4. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said metabolic derivative thereof is selected from 
the group consisting of 5^androstene-3(3,17P-diol (or adiol), 5-androstene-3P,17p-diol sulfate 
and 4-androstene-3,V7-dione. 

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein the DHEA or at lea£t one biological precursor 
thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the form pf a composition comprising 
from 10" 6 % to 10% by weight, relative to the total weight oythe composition, of the DHEA 
or at least one biological precursor thereof or metabolic d/rivative thereof. 



6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the co/fip^sition comprises from 0.1% to 5% by 
weight, relative to the total weight of the compo&tpn/ of the DHEA or at least one of 
biological precursor thereof or metabolic deriv; it^q/fhereof. 

7. The method of Claim 5, wherein th^dmpp^ition comprises about 1% by weight, 
relative to the total weight of the composition, otthe DHEA or at least one biological 
precursor thereof or metabolic derivativeythereof. 
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8. The method of Claim 2, wherein the composition further comprises at least one 
UV screening agent and/or one other depigmenting agent and/or one keratoflytic agent. 



ff! 



9. The method of Claim 8, the UV screening agent is selected from the group 
consisting of dibenzoylmethane derivatives, benzylidenecamphor-based UVA-active 
screening agents, benzylidenecamphor-based UVB-active screening agents, benzimidazole- 
type or benzoxazole-type UVA-active screening agents, benzophenone derivatives, silane 
derivatives, polyorganosiloxanes containing a benzophenone group, benzotriazoles, 
benzotriazole silicones, triazine derivatives, cinnamic acid derivatives, alkyl 2-cyano-3,3- 
diphenylacrylates, octocrylene, the compound of formula I below, 



CH 




Si — CH 3 



OH 



(I) 



15 



and mixtures thereof. 

10. The method of Claim 8/wherein said other depigmenting agent is selected from 
the group consisting of kojic acid/ ellagic acid, arbutin and derivatives thereof, hydroquinone, 
aminophenol derivatives, iminophenol derivatives, L-2-oxothiazolidone-4-carboxylic acid 
and salts or esters thereof, procysteine and salts or esters thereof, ascorbic acid and 
derivatives thereof, and plant extracts. 



11. The method/of Claim 8, wherein said keratolytic agent is selected from the group 
consisting of a-hydroxy acids, P-hydroxy acids, oc-keto acids, p-keto acids, retinoids, HMG- 
COA reductase inhibitor, and sugar derivatives. 



# 



12. A method of depigmenting and/or bleaching for the skin and/or to improving the 
homogeneity of the color of the skin, coniprising applying DHEA or at least one biological 
precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof to the skin. 

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein the DHEA or at least one biological precursor 
thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the form of a composition. 




od of Claim 12, wherein said biological precursor thereof is selected 
ting of cholesterol, pregnenolone, 17a-hydroxypregnenolone, 5- 
EA sulfate, 17<x-hydroxypregnenolone sulfate and 5-androstenediol 



15. The method of Claim42, wherein said metabolic derivative thereof is selected 
from the group consisting o^54mdrostene-3(3,17p-diol (or adiol), 5-androstene-3P,17p-diol 
sulfate and 4-androstene-3/l 7-dione. 

16. The method of Claim 12, wherein the DHEA or at least one biological precursor 
thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the form of a composition comprising 
from 10" 6 % to 10% by weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA 
or at least one biological precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 

17. The method of Claim 16, wherein the composition comprises from 0.1% to 5% 
by weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA or at least one 
biological precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 

18. The method of Claim 16, wherein the composition comprises about 1% by 
weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA or at least one biological 
precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 

19. The method of Claim 13, wherein the composition further comprises at least one 
UV screening agent and/or one other depigmenting agent and/or one keratolytic agent. 
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20. The method of Claim 19, the UV screening agent is selected from the group 
con^sting of dibenzoylmethane derivatives, benzylidenecamphor-based UVA-active 
screening agents, benzylidenecamphor-based UVB-active screening agents, benzimidazole- 
type or b^zoxazole-type UVA-active screening agents, benzophenone derivatives, silane 
derivatives, polyorganosiloxanes containing a benzophenone group, benzotriazoles, 
benzotriazole siiicones, triazine derivatives, cinnamic acid derivatives, alkyl 2-cyano-3,3- 
diphenylacrylates/spctocrylene, the compound of formula I below, 

CH, CH 3 CH, 



CH r 





:h 3 



N \ \= 



(I) 



and mixtures thereof. 

21. The method of Claim 19, wherein said other depigmenting agent is selected from 
the group consisting of kojic acid, ellagic acid,\arbutin and derivatives thereof, hydroquinone, 
aminophenol derivatives, iminophenol derivatives, L-2-oxothiazolidone-4-carboxylic acid 
and salts or esters thereof, procysteine and salts or\sters thereof, ascorbic acid and 
derivatives thereof, and plant extracts. 



15 



22. The method of Claim 19, wherein said kerarolytic agent is selected from the 
group consisting of a-hydroxy acids, P-hydroxy acids, cc-keto acids, P-keto acids, retinoids, 
HMG-COA reductase inhibitor, and sugar derivatives. 



3d 
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23. A method of pro-pigmejmng superficial body growths, comprising applying 
DHEA or at least one biologica^recursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof to 
superficial body growths. 



24. The method of Claim 23, wherein the DHEA or at least one of biological 
precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the form of a composition. 

25/ The mejhtfd of Claim 23, wherein said biological precursor thereof is selected 
from the groupxonsdsting of cholesterol, pregnenolone, 17<x-hydroxypregnenolone, 5- 
androstej^aiol, DHEA sulfate, 17a-hydroxypregnenolone sulfate and 5-androstenediol 
sulfg*6 

26. The method of Claimr23, wherein said metabolic derivative thereof is selected 
rom the group consisting of 5yandrostene-3P,17P-diol (or adiol), 5-androstene-3P,17P-diol 

sulfate and 4-androstene-3,l/-dione. 

27. The method of Claim 23, wherein the DHEA or at least one biological precursor 
thereof or metabolic derivative thereof is applied in the form of a composition comprising 
from 10" 6 % to 10% by weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA 
or at least one of biological precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 



28. The method of Claim 27, wherein the composition comprises from 0.1% to 5% 
by weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA or at least one 
biological precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 

29. The method of Claim 27, wherein the composition comprises about 1% by 
weight, relative to the total weight of the composition, of the DHEA or at least one biological 
precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof. 

30. The method of Claim 24, wherein the composition further comprises at least one 
UV screening agent and/or one other depigmenting agent and/or one keratolytic agent. 
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31. The method of Claim 30, the UV screening agent is selected from the group 
consisting of dibenzoylmethane derivatives, benzylidenecamphor-based UVA-active 
screenmg agents, benzylidenecamphor-based UVB-active screening agents, benzimidazole- 
type or benzoxazole-type UVA-active screening agents, benzophenone derivatives, silane 
derivatives, \olyorganosiloxanes containing a benzophenone group, benzotriazoles, 
benzotriazole silicones, triazine derivatives, cinnamic acid derivatives, alkyl 2-cyano-3,3- 
diphenylacrylate\ octocrylene, the compound of formula I below, 

CH 3 

CH 




(I) 



and mixtures thereof. 

32. The method of Claim 30, wherein said other depigmenting agent is selected from 
the group consisting of kojic acid, ellagic acM, arbutin and derivatives thereof, hydroquinone, 
aminophenol derivatives, iminophenol derivatives, L-2-oxothiazolidone-4-carboxylic acid 
and salts or esters thereof, procysteine and salts o^esters thereof, ascorbic acid and 
derivatives thereof, and plant extracts. 



33. The method of Claim 30, wherein said kerafolytic agent is selected from the 
group consisting of a-hydroxy acids, P-hydroxy acids, a-i^pto acids, P-keto acids, retinoids, 
HMG-COA reductase inhibitor, and sugar derivatives. 
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34. A composition comprising, in a physiologically acceptable medium, DHEA or at 
ast one biological precursor thereof or metabolic derivative thereof, and at least one 

depigmenting agent selected from the group consisting of kojic acid, ellagic acid, arbutin 
derivatives thereof, hydroquinone, aminophenol derivatives, iminophenol derivatives, L-2- 
oxothiazolidone-4-carboxylic acid or procysteine and salts and esters thereof; and plant 
extracts, in particular extract of liquorice, of mulberpy and of skullcap. 

35. The composition of Claim 34, wherein said at least one depigmenting agent is 
selected from the group consisting of N-chol^teryloxycarbonyl-para-aminophenol, N- 
ethyloxycarbonyl-para-aminophenol, 4-capooxylic acid or procysteine, as well as its salts and 
esters; and plant extracts, in particular extract of liquorice, extract of mulberry and extract of 
skullcap. / 
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